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Category: life-physical-and-social-science

Job Description

(adsbygoogle = window.adsbygoogle || []).push({}); The International Potato Center, known by

its Spanish acronym CIP, was founded in as a root and tuber research-for-development

institution delivering sustainable solutions to the pressing world problems of hunger, poverty,

and the degradation of natural resources. CIP is truly a global center, with headquarters in

Lima, Peru and offices in 20 developing countries across Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Working

closely with our partners, CIP seeks to achieve food security, increased well-being, and

gender equity for poor people in the developing world. CIP furthers its mission through

rigorous research, innovation in science and technology, and capacity strengthening

regarding root and tuber farming and food systems. CIP is part of the CGIAR Consortium,

a global partnership that unites organizations engaged in research for a food secure future.

CGIAR research is dedicated to reducing rural poverty, increasing food security, improving

human health and nutrition, and ensuring more sustainable management of natural

resources. Donors include individual countries, major foundations, and international

entities.

Objective

Provide technical support in sweet potato agronomy to CIP projects and initiatives in Kenya

and Eastern Africa Region as well as Packaging of sweet potato advisory content using

various format for various farmer facing organization using human centered design.

Contribute to the design and direct the implementation of a sustainable sweetpotato seed

systems strategy that will assure quality and accessibility of sweetpotato planting material
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for production and commercialization of the sweetpotato value chain

Design and implement a working, cost-effective and timely planting material dissemination

approaches and root production plans with partners to enhance OFSP production among

households both for food and nutrition security as well as commercialization.

Work and collaborate with national government partners, KALRO and other stakeholders to

initiate, coordinate and manage the National Performance Evaluation (NPTs) and varietal

release process for developing commercially viable OFSP varieties, development and

dissemination of Early Generation Seed (EGS).

Participate in the development and, where possible, delivery of appropriate training modules

in priority topics such as production, agronomy, post-harvesting management etc. The training

will target sweetpotato value chain actors including farmers, extension agents, aggregators,

processors etc.

Provide support to the project team by facilitating timely, accurate and routine data collection

required for project reports.

Working with other stakeholders and colleagues to develop linkages and contribute to

online platforms for the exchange of information about OFSP for widespread adoption.

Deliverables

Significant contribution and leadership to the design and implementation of a sustainable

sweetpotato seed systems strategy to support Ukama Ustawi initiative and partnership with

WFP.

Develop and implement a cost-effective and timely planting material dissemination and

root production plan,which involves at least cuttings of EGS produced for further multiplication

and at least HHs reach with clean planting material.

Work with KALRO to develop and implement a work plan relating to the coordination and

management of the National Performance Evaluation (NPEs) and varietal release process for

developing commercially viable OFSP varieties in Kenya

Selection Criteria

PhD in Agriculture, agronomy, breeding, crop science or a related Field



Minimum of 4 years of experience working with public and/or private organizations in seed

systems or agronomy

Experience working with sweet potato and/or other vegetative propagated crops.

Experience in designing and conducting and analysis of on-farm agronomic experiments.

Experience with participatory evaluation of new technologies and innovations with farmers.

Experimental design, Implementation, data collection, analysis and writing of scientific

papers.

Advanced level of MS Office.

Nutrition messaging.

Advanced oral communication and technical writing skills in English

Time frame

The consultancy contract will be for 6 months.
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